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Catch and release forges ahead 
 
The Scottish Government have just pub-
lished official catch figures for 2007. The 
total catch for the Tay district was 8,688 
salmon and grilse. Of these 688 were re-
ported to the end of April, a relatively poor 
spring. The reported release rate of spring 
fish was 50.7% and for the remainder of the 
season 38%. 
 
Rather than waiting more than a year for 
official returns this year the Board decided 
to use new powers to request catch statistics 
from proprietors to the end of May. While 
some returns are still outstanding the re-
ported catch so far is 851 to the end of 
April and 1,264 to end May. But of these 
75.2% were released to the end of April and 
74.9 by the end of May.   
 
While it is apparent that the Board’s recom-
mendations have not been fully adhered to 
on all beats, this is still a massive leap for-
ward from previous years and one which the 
Board hopes we can continue to build on. 

At the Game Fair.... 

For the first time the Board and the Tay 
Ghillies Association took a joint stand at the 
Scone Game Fair to help promote conserva-
tion work on the river. Considerable interest 
was generated and a good time was had by 
all! 

Hydro station mooted for the Ericht 
 
As has been reported in the press, the possi-
bility of a hydro station being built on the 
Ericht at Blairgowrie has caused  an amount 
of local concern. No definite plans have 
been produced as yet but the Board has 
been approached over this issue and has 
made it clear that no proposal would be ac-
ceptable without adequate screening nor an 
abstraction regime that in any way caused 
hindrance to adult salmon.  The Ericht is 
much too important and already afflicted by 
damaging abstractions to allow any more.   

A disappointing summer? 
 
Following the better run of large fish in the 
spring, summer 2008 was more of a disap-
pointment. The grilse were late once again, 
the main run coming in August instead of 
July. But its arrival coincided with a change to  
wet and unseasonable weather. This saw the 
Tay run high and rise and fall constantly for 
the next six weeks. This was good news for 
the fish which could run quickly but there 
was little cheer on the Tay where conditions 
were far from ideal for most beats. 
 
Taking advantage of the higher water nearly 
10,000 salmon and grilse have already run the 
Ericht, but the Pitlochry counter is fairly av-
erage at around 4,000. This seems to be in 
line with reports of a moderate grilse run na-
tionally. Fortunately there seem to have been 
more summer salmon around which is cer-
tainly welcome. 



First phase of  Errochty 
coppicing completed 

 
The Board’s staff completed four kilometres 
of tree thinning on the Errochty Water near 
Struan. The purpose is to let more light and 
heat into this densely shaded spring salmon 
stream and requiring the cutting or pruning of 
about 500 trees. It is the first time Board staff 
have attempted work on this scale and more 
work on the Errochty and other tributaries is 

planned for the coming winter.  
This work is part of the Conser-
vation of Atlantic Salmon in 
Scotland project. 

Clearing Log Jams! 
 
There were two massive log jams on the 
Dowie Burn just where it meets the Tay up-
stream of Meikleour. They blocked the pas-
sage of migrating salmon and sea trout. 
 

After obtaining permission from Scottish 
Natural Heritage the Board’s habitat im-
provement team  made short work of it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember the Conservation Code! 
 
From now until the end of the season all 
hen fish should be released. The aim 
should then be to release at least 50% of 
cock fish caught, in particular cock fish 
weighing over 15 lbs. 
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Work well advanced on Keithick Weir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A pass has been made in an impassable  weir 
on the Coupar Burn near Burrelton. Tidying 
work is still to be completed but this will help 
to open up a significant tributary of the River 
Isla for salmon and sea trout. This work is 
also being funded by the Tay Ghillies Asso-
ciation and from grant aid from SEPA.  

Permission obtained to remove weir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In collaboration with the Tay Ghillies Asso-
ciation, this redundant weir on the Urlar 
Burn, Aberfeldy is soon to be demolished. 


