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Tay Salmon Conservation Award pre-
sented to Mr John Apthorp

The annual Tay Salmon Conservation
Award was awarded on the 12th of June to
one of the River T
0 John Apthorp. He received the 2008
Award at a special dinner, hosted by the
Board, at Ballathie House Hotel. Mr Ap-
thorp has been a major benefactor to the
Tay Ghillies Association and the Tay Foun-
dation for a number of years.

|l n particul ar John
support has been fundamental in enabling
us to develop a truly state of the art salmon
hatchery with a capacity of three million
eggs. He has also contributed substantially
to other initiatives such as the buyout of the
Northumbrian drift net fishery. The Board
is delighted to be able to show its thanks in
this way.

John

| n Apt hor pds
Trophy was received on his behalf by
John Wood. The presentation was made
by Mrs Penny Scott. Guest speaker, Mag-
nus Linklater, looks on.

The 2008 Tay Salmon Conservation
Award was awarded to John Apthorp
without whose support much less im-

provement work would have been possi-
ble.

2008 - A better spring overall

While official catch returns are not yet avail-
able, the indications are that this spring has
been one of the best in recent years. The
numbers reported to the end of May on the
fishtay website were 10% higher than the 5
year average. A better spring run is also
borne out by the Pitlochry fish counter.

But because of low water the better catches
were not shared by all. Some higher beats did
not do so well and lower beats tended to do
better. Islamouth, for example, had 208 fish
to the end of May, the highest catch of any
beat on the FishScotland website. The Junc-
tion at Kelso was a close second with 204.
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Not forgetting th
While spring salmon seem to be on the up,
the same cannot be said for the sea trout. This
season has seen a reduction in sea trout in
both the Tay and Earn. In fact there appears
to have been a scarcity along the whole east
coast. There has apparently been a collapse in
puffin breeding on May Island caused by a
lack of sandeels. This must surely also be a
maj or factor 1 n th
the fishery has been curtailed in the last few
years, it is surely time for all sandeel fishing in

the North Sea to be banned permanently.

Revealing the secret movements of
salmon smolts

Scientists from the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust attached tiny radio
transmitters to smolts which were re-
leased in the River Lochay. While this was
very much a trial of a technology at its
limits, it is hoped such work will reveal
any effects of hydro discharges on smolt
migration and hazards faced in Loch Tay.

Nine times spawner calls it a day!

A reconditioned salmon died recently just af-
ter its 14t birthday at Fisheries Research Ser-
vices experimental fish farm at Almondbank.
This female springer was caught in the River
Tilt just before spawning in 1999 and has
been successfully stripped nine times in cap-
tivity, producing ten times more eggs than it
would otherwise have done. This remarkable
facility produces nearly one million spring
sal mon eggs for

sto

e

Ths River Ghrtly 0 whéreéare we now?

Last summer we ran a campaign to highlight
the plight of the dried out River Garry and
to seek support to have an adequate flow
restored. Because of new European law riv-
ers like the Garry should be improved.
However, Scottish & Southern Energy plc
had tried to pre-e mp t SEPAG
review of such schemes by offering to re-
lease enanadeéquate flowv &tsch whsetao the
balanced by abstracting more Spey water.
Their proposal was
SEPA and the then Scottish Executive.

However, since our campaign started SEPA
have now commenced their own review of
the scheme and SSH
that our demands have also been considered
and we hope that better proposals will en-
sue. We were originally informed that the
review was to be completed by the spring,
but this has not happened so we can only
assume it is ongoing. We await the outcome.

In the meantime we wish to thank everyone
who supported this campaign by writing to
politicians or being one of the 5,000 who
have signed the petition. When SEPA pro-
duces revised proposals, there will be a for-
mal public consultation. Please make your
views known when the time comes!
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Remember the Conservation Code!

From now until the end of the season all
hen fish should be released. The aim
should then be to release at least 50% of
cock fish caught, in particular cock fish
weighing over 15 lbs.
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