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CHAIRMAKS REPORT

| would have liked to introduce this latest Annual Report with as much good news as
possible. The previous few seasons have been improving on the Tay and it looked as if a real
corner had been turned for sprg fish. However this was not to last and 2007 saw a serious
downturn in spring catches not just on the Tay but throughout Scotland. The main causes of
lower catches and thin grilse may be out of our control as explained in the report. It is
abundantly tear that all is not well in the sea and so we must work even harder to make
sure we do all that we can on the River Tay.

| am concerned that not enough fish are getting to spawn and later in the report you will
NEFR 2F (G§KS ST7TS 6dion &awnihg: Bhé Tayseams GaNikutarly affecied F £ 2
by flooding perhaps because we extend further west than the other main rivers and flash
flooding seems to be getting more common.

For all these reasons The Board believe we on the Tay must do much ipetesms of
LINBaSNIAY3 2dzN)J aG201 2F FAaKIZI 20KSNJ NAJSNE
strengthened our catcland-release recommendations for 2008 which should result in at

least 75% of fish being returned. This will particularly save femaleddting millions of

more eggs to the river. We are asking proprietors and tenants to make our proposed Catch

and Release Policy a condition of let and | have written to all proprietors seeking their
commitment. Should we fail to achieve this then the Boamdy have to consider even

tougher options.

The second Tay Salmon Conservation Award Dinner was a great success and some very
generous donations were made to the Tay Foundation to progress project work. The
opening of weirs, clearance of excessive tre@snfriributaries, DNA profiling our salmon,
investigating the problems of the River Cononish are all under way. | was particularly
pleased to see the Award given to Ken Bell. He has been a great friend of the river for many
years and justly deserved it.

There is now an opportunity for the first time in 50 years to see real improvements to the
River Garry and other abstracted rivers like the Lochay. European legislation demands
improvements be made. We are pressing hard to ensure that SEPA and thehScottis
Government listen to our views. If adequate flows are restored to these rivers many more
spring fish will return.

| want to thank all those who have worked hard in 2007. | wish to thank the Board members

who give of their time and make an excellentdddt 6 dzi A 2y > ¢KS . 2F NRQ&a &
highly committed, The Tay Ghillies Association have also continued to do excellent work and

are a real force for good on the river. | would also like to thank those who have given
generous donations to the Ghéds Association and the Tay Foundation.

Also remember the threat ofGyrodactylusthe parasite present in Scandinavia that
threatens to wipe out salmon. Ensure that adequate precautions are taken on your beat and
| will write to you again about this at thetart of the season.

Finally as the new season will soon be commencing | would like to wish you all better
4dz00Saa AY Hnnyo® L K2LJS GKSNB IINB Y2NB TFAia



| would also like to remind you all that the Tay is a potertidiingerous river and that
adequate safety precautions should be taken at all times. Fish safely and best wishes for
2008.

Yours sincerely

%W«_

John R. Milligan
Chairman
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2007 REPORT
Season 200

The 200 seasonopened on the 15th of January with extremely high water (12ft) which
practically put paid to fishing during the first weakoughthree salmonwere caught on the
LochTayin the first two days. The second wetlen proved to bethe best January week for
someyears but thereafter catches were less than hoped for. The firstviweks ofFebruary
were dry and wintry and the last two weeks unsettl€thtches were modesabout 70 for

the month. The first half of March was marred by very high water which masleing
difficult. Thereafter levels gradually fell and fishing conditi@hd improve and catches
picked up somewhat thoughthe final tally, probably around 250, was lower than for several
years. The main redeeming featuneasbetter numbers oflarger 3SWhish than for several
years. The largest, a 29 pounder, was caught on the Meikleour House beat.

April was a very different montfrom the early part of the season. Apart from otieree
foot rise in the third weekit was a very dry monthsunnyand incedibly warm,apparently
the warmestever. Though conditions were not ideal to say the leastyas apparent that
like other Scottish rivers the run of fish wasn't that stroagg this was reflected in catches.
With a probable catch of around 250 it was disappointingApril. But Mayproved to be
much better.Soonthe weather changednd higher water prevailedA beter run of fish,
which hadfirst been evidenced in northern rivergrovided the best fishing of the spring
The monthly total is likely to ahd between 400 and 500.

June wasagainvery much a month o€ool unsettled weatherand surfeit of water - good
conditions for fish to rurbut not ideal for fishing on the Tay. Fresh fish continued to run all
month, but not in as good numbers as Maye catch is thought to be around 35There
were also eme good conditioned sea trout arounthanyover 3 poundsyhich provicd a
welcome bonusJuly,can only be described as a disappointing moftie waterremained

high and fishing conditions were gen#lygpoor on the main river. As @005 and 2006the
main grilse run failed to materialise at the expected tirard catches reflected thighings
onlyimproved when the long awaited summer run finally began to arniight at the end of

the month. The tdal for July was possibly only around 400, a significant part of which were
caught in the last three days.

August was a better month than July, but not like the previous two yeenen Augushad
beenvery good. A weaker run was evidenced by the fistunters but he condition of the
grilse also improved, with fewer of the thin grilse seen in 20BGt, compounding the
weaker run fishing conditions were on the whole pretty pofar the first three weekswith
regular spates and very unsettled conditiofi$iis meant that catches for most of the month
were nothing like what they might have been, but towards the end of the month things did
pick up as fresh grilse and salmon started to slow up in the lower Treg/total for the
month is estimated a1500.

The first half of September wasdry and settled as the summer had been wet asabl. It

gla Ay FlLOG GKS 2yfeé &adzyYSNJ ¢l @8aARS KIR®
Station had been out of commission all summer for renovation work, ande natual

runoff fell away, the Tummelvas drawn back to the compensation level right at the
beginning of September. meant that the Tay felery quicklyto summer levelFishthen

built up in the lower river bufor several weeks the brightonditions werenot ideal for
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fishing, though steady catches were made. The third week saw a dramatic improvement
after a modest rise in wateand possibly as many as 1,000 fish were caught. Thigheas
bestweek on the Tay for some years, though mainly from the lowaches. With the total
catch for the month likely to exceed 2,500 this veae of the better Septembers in the last

ten years.

Unlike normal years, October remainegceptionallydry and the Tay remained low during
the last two weeks of the seasoA.goal head of fish built up in the very lowest reaches of
the river but many were coloured andecoming reluctant to take. Nevertheless
Almondmouth, for example, had 149 for thast two weeks. Fish were even caught right
down into the tidal waters at Perthhe best fishing there for a good number of years. A
number of other beats from Islamouth down did quite well, but those which depend on
water did not Middle Tay beatslid not do well ashiere was simply never the water to get
fish that far. The lasfew weeks of the Earn season were also disappointing as the river
remained low. There was a spate on the 28th but it fell backoisicklyto do any real good.

Conservation ofpringsalmon

In 2007 the Board continued to encourage anglers to release salnespecially those
caught in the spring. It continued to recommend that anglers, as a minimum, should release
the first spring salmon they catch and alternate fish thereaft®hen the official figures for
2006 were released by the Scottish Government it \Wweartning to see that after some
faltering in 2004 and 2005, 2006 saw the highgstingrelease rate yet of 46%. While it is
welcome to see this improvement, strict adherence to the first fish back policy should
actually result in a return considerablyver 50%. It is apparent therefore that full
compliance with the code has yet to be achieyatthough it is recognised that some beats
do actually do better than requested\s an incentive to return spring fish, the scheme of
rewarding anglers who returnsh with sweatshirts was continued and further supplies of
sweatshirts were purchased.

Year Number released| Number killed Total caught % released
1998 41 540 581 7

1999 108 831 939 12

2000 193 637 830 23

2001 415 739 1154 36

2002 271 524 795 34

2003 199 281 480 42

2004 301 684 985 31

2005 446 669 1115 40

2006 739 854 1593 46

Table 1. Numbers and percentage of-aaight salmon released and killed up to end April
from official returns to the Scottish Executive.

While spring return rates are gradlly improving, the spring release rate on the Tay is still
GKS f2gSaid 27F { OhelnatibnglRu@eage Yok @6 N@iny B6Z6S A\l 20%
higher than the Tayin 2006 more spring salmon were killed on the Tay than in any other UK
river, and hndeed probably the world. (see figure belovd.dzNIi KSNY 2 NBE G KS ¢ I ¢
release rate for the full season was only 35% in 2006 compared to a national average of
55%.
7
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Numbers of salmon killed and released by anglers to the end of April 2006 dn BdotD &
major spring salmon rivers. Data from Scottish Government.

Because of concerns regarding the strength of runs in Z866& marine problems described
below) and the relatively poor catcandrelease ratehe Board resolved tstrengthen the
conservaion code for 2008 and crucially has requested that proprietors make the new code
a condition of let. The catch and release code for 2008 is as follows:

Before 1 June
The first fish caught each day by each individual angler must be returned. Each
individud angler then has the option of keeping one subsequent fish only, per day.

From 1 June
All hen fish to be returned. The aim should then be to return at least 50% of cock fish
caught, in particular cock fish weighing over 15 Ibs.

Throughout the year
All coloured fish are to be returned.

Yet more on thin and late grilse!

A worrying feature of recent seasons has been the prevalence of small and sometimes very
thin grilse which seem to be returning several weeks later than usual. More light was shed
on this problem by Professor Todd from St Andrews University at a semrganised by

the Atlantic Salmon Trust &enmore on the 18 of January.

Professor Todd analysed data on the lengths and weights of grilse collected byfstaff
Fisheries Research Sems at netting stations on the River North Esk and at Strathy Point,
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Sutherland.From 1993 to 1997 the average condition (i.e. weight for a given length)
increased to a peak but since then the condition has fallen and the last few years have been
particularly bad. What is particularly concerning is that the body fat content of these thin
grilse is much less than in a healthy grilse which raises serious questions as to the
reproductive potential of these fish. Professor Todd found that the condition ofgtiiee

was inverselycorrelated with winter sea temperatures in the Norwegian Sea where it is
thought these fish spend the winterA recent ncreag in temperature seers to be
associated with thinner grilse.

In 2007 there were reports of some very smallsg, down to as little as 14 ounceand

some thin grilse were caught, especially in July. But overall, the condition of grilse was
deemed to be better, although there were fewer than in 2005 and 2006. However,
Professor Todd pointed out that just becauthe grilse which make it back are in better
condition the problem may not have gone awdtycould just be that in 2007 more dtfie

thin grilsejust died Norway apparently had a poor grilse run with small fish evidéhe
problem has clearly not gonenay.

While the picture presented by Professor Todd appears a very gloomy one, thpndagps

a little ray of hopeThe particularly thin grilseeenin 2003, 2004 and 2005 preceded much
better spring salmon runs in the subsequent years while ythar ofbest grilsecondition,

1997, preceded a particularly poor spring salmon year. So does this mean that starving grilse
will delay their return for another year. Perhgdsit presumably only if they live as long, as

this patterndid not hold true in 2007.

Red vent syndromgRVS)

For the last three summers we have reported the occurrence of grilse and salmon with red
and bleeding vents. This problem has been even more widespread in 2007 and has now
attracted considerable official attention. While the exaause has not been unequivocably
defined, the most likely culpst seemto be parasitic worms. One of thesénisakis is
normally seen around the liveand resembles a small white coiled spring. In cases with RVS
Anisakishas been found encysd around thevent. Salmon and other fish like herring are
infected by theAnisakisparasite through the consumption of krill. The final hostai
cetacean; e.g. a whale or dolphin which then eats infected fish.

The effect of RVS on fish health or reproductive sucisesst yet known. HoweveAnisakis

can live in the human gut an@l y Ol dzA S & & S NA 2 Taé FoidSStahdarl LINE G
Agency advises that salmon should be cooied temperature of at least ?C for at least

two minutes, or if hot smoked the intern&mperature must exceed 6C. All cold smoked

or marinated salmon (e.g. gravadlax) should be frozen for at least 24 helwss -20°C

before consumption.

Sandeelssea birdsand sea trout

According to the RSPB sea bird breeding was again disastroustingb&shetland, Orkney
and north west Scotlandlthough better on the eastcoast That sea productivity may be
lower to the north of Scotland than in the North Sea may explain the seemingly better
condition of sea trout in 2007, althougtya & S E LJt saridelifishbk as permitted in
the North Sea in the spring but this was closed after a short bewause of continued low
abundance.Changes believed to be brought about by climatic change are affecting other

9



species of fishMackerel which have a sirail migration route to grilse into the Norwegian
Sea penetrated further north and west in 2005 and 2006 and waters around the north of
Scotland have seen an explosion in numbers of the formerly little known snake pipefish, an
invader from the south. Takemgether there is clearly something far wrong at sea.

Enforcement

Reports of poaching were less numerous in 2007 than in some recent pagitg as a
consequence of the wet summetowever, some problems did arise in September, notably
in the Scone areand on the River BraaiNevertheless reports were sent to the Procurator
Fiscal by Tayside Police concerning three incidents.

Board staff continue to maintain close cooperation with Tayside Police for whose continued
support the Board is very gratefulhis was greatly aided by the launch @nFebruaryof
Operation Salmo, int operation between Tayside Police atlte Board. This initiative,
originally pioneered in Strathclyde, has resulted in even closer cooperation between the two
organisations to enge that the strongest possible cases are submitted to the Procurator
Fiscal.

Gyrodactylus

Gyrodactylusalaris a parasite of juvenile salmon has decimated salmon stocks in a number
of Norwegian rivers is potentially the most serious threat looming dwar salmon. Should

this parasite arrive in Scotland its effects could be devastating. It is essential therefore that
any angler who has been fishing on the continent, but especially in Scandinavia or Baltic
countries, should have their fishing tackle acldthing treated. This includes disinfection,
immersion in brine, thorough drying or freezing. Details of the required procedures were
supplied to all proprietors at the start of the season along with declaration forms designed
to be completed by angler® tertify appropriate measures had been taken.

Hatchery report

The 2006 / 2007 hatchery season was not as successful as some earlier seasons. This was
mainly caused by the fact that November and December 2006 were incredibly wet and
netting for broodsto& proved very difficult. While it is not feasible to accurately count the
number of eggs in the hatchey, the total number is thought to be just under one million.
Eyed ova or fry were stocked into the rivers Tilt, Garry, Errochty, Shee, Braan, Lyon, Lochay
and Cononish and the Tullimet and Balnaguard burns.

In contrast the 2007 season has been very dry and the initial few weeks of broodstock
fishing have been very good and a good hatchery season is anticipated.

Staff changes
Thee was onlyone staff chage in 2007. The hatchempanager Martin Ritchieresigned
and has since taken up a post as a bailiff with the Tweed Commissicftersole of

broodstock capture and hatchery maintenance has been assigneded-isher, one of the
existing bailiff teamA new bailiff, William Tritton, was recruited.

10



Health and Safety at Work

| SFEOdK YR {FFSGe Fd 62N} A& | YIFI22N O2yanil
required to work in situations which can present potential hazards. Accordingly, the Board is
insistent that Health and Safety provision is of the highest standsitér a major review of

the. 2 NRQ&a | St f (i Kin 2006&Rsubcdmmifide &f thie Bdarkl @& with staff in

2007 and duly reported to the Board that they were satisfied with pesg so far but

obviously the situation requires regular revieMo reportable accidents occurred

Refurbishment of Lochafish passes

As compensation for the loss of spawning grounds in the upper, ltyerNorth of Scotland
Hydro Electric Board instatl a Borland fish lift at the impassable Lochay Falls near.Killin
The number of fish which Iseascended the Lochaig thought to be well below its true
potential. Itisthought the efficiency of the pass may have been a contributory factor.

In 2006 / 07Scottish and Southern Energy completely refurbished this facility, replacing the
mechanisms which were worn out. The opportunity was taken to improve a number of
FalLlsSobta 2F GKS fATFTIQa LISNF2NXIFYOS AyOf dzRAY
consequencethe flow through the lift has considerably increased, which should have
increased its attractiveness to ascending salmon. In 2007 the count was higher than usual

and commenced earlier, hopefully reflecting these improvements.

In addition SSE refurbisheldree other conventional fish passes further up the Lochay which
were falling into dereliction. Those works were part of the EU LIFE conservation of Atlantic
Salmon in Scotland Project.

Removal of obstructions

Several man made obstructions, some totalmsopartial, have been identified as priorities

for removal or improvement. A weir on the Coupar Burn (River Isla) prevents salmon
accessing one of the most significant tributaries on the lower Isla. A gap is to be opened in
the weir and a sluice installad allow fish migration during the winter and upstream levels

to be maintained in summer. All that is now required is approval from SEPA under the
controlled activities regulations. This is awaited.

Though not a total barrier, Board staff have been coneédrabout an eel trap on the Lunan
Water upstream of Marlee Loch. In 2007 juvenile salmon were absent upstream but present
immediately downstream. Negotiations are underway to fardacceptable solution.

Kelt reconditioning

Fisheries Research Serviammntinue the kelt reconditioning project at their experimental

fish farm at Almondbank. Despite some problems following the banning of the fungicide
malachite green several years ago, the use of other treatments, mainly salt, has now
successfully broughtuhgus under controlSpring salmon caught by Board staff at spawning
time in the Dochart, Tilt, Garry, Lyon and Shee continue to be successfully reconditioned to
spawn several years in a row and yield several hundred thousand valuable spring salmon
eggs wich would otherwise not exist.
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New hydro stations

2007 continued to see increasing numbers of proposals for new stellk hydro stations

as a consequence of the financial incentives afforded by the renewables obligation
6{ 020t yRUO ® ¢ K&sougt byhmRdiag agthotigsiandd & SEPA on no less
than eight separate applications. In addition there are at least another ten schemes under
active consideration and several others which have been in the planning process for some
time. Others wilho doubtfollow in future.

Most of the areas affected by the proposed schemes are upstream of impassable waterfalls
so there is no direct threat to salmon but in a number of instances varying lengths of stream
downstream of impassable waterfaligll be affected. In these instances we have requested
power houses be moved upstream to the natural limit of salmon migratiorthat a
generous compensation flowe provided. Though individually such schemes may have
limited impact, the big concern is the cumhative impact. If all the proposed schemes were

to be built, then in Glenlyon, for example, no significant tributaries would remain which
were not impacted by hydro in some way.

Common seal decline?

There has apparently been a significant decline imbears of common seals on the east
coast of Scotland and the Northern Isles. The cause of this has not been established.
According to the Sea Mammal Research Unit numbers in the Northern Isles fell from 12,635
in 2001 to 7,277 in 2006 and in the Firth of/They fell from 668 in 2002 to 342 in 200

a consequence the Scottish Executive introduced a blanket ban on the shooting of common
seals, but this can still be done under licence.

However, the autumn of 2007 was the first year since at least 199vdeals did not
venture up to Perth in the autumn, or at least very infrequently. Whatever the re&son

the reduction in seals2007 was the first yedor some time that salmon lay back right down

to the Perth town water where numbers of fish were catugAlmondmouth and the
Stormont Angling Club at the tidal limit had good seasons too. It seems quite clear therefore
that the presence of seals is disastrous for fishing in the tidal reaches and has been
responsible for the ruination of the Perth town watm recent times.

The Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007

This new Act came into force in 2007 and includes the following provisions relevant to
fishing on the Tay:

1 Gaffs and tailers are now prohibiteds are landing netwith mesh constructd with
knotted or metallic materialOnlyknotless landing nets are now permissihlbeing
less abrasive on fish which a@be released.

1 Harling has now officially been legalized and the maximum number of rods which
can be used in one boat is four.

1 The wse oflive vertebratesas bait is prohibitede.g. the use of live fish in pike or
trout fishing).
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Upper Tay Rafting Agreement

¢KS RA&A0GdzZNDI yOS Ol dzaSR o0& (GKS ANRSgGIK 2F O2YY
especially between Aberfeldy and @dtully has seriously affected salmon fishing in that

area. Therewas an agreement between the Upper Tay Riparian Owners Association and

rafting interests to limit rafting during important fishing periods. However, this agreement

was discarded after the gssing of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act. After considerable
negotiationan agreement was finally brokered in 2006 wherdétmym 1 April to the end of

the salmon season no rafting should take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays and there should

be a reduced rding presence on Saturdays when much of the activity moved to the
Tummel at Clunie Dam where freshets are released.

It seemsgeneraly agree that this agreement has worked as well as may hlasen hoped

in 2007although there were soméeething troubles Therefore itwill to continue in 2008.
However, it is recognized that 2007 was not a fair trial because continuous high flows on the
River Tummel from June to September due to maintenance work on Clunie Dam meant that
an alternative rafting site was permantly available. 2008 will prove a better tedthe

Board is exploring the possibility with SSE, SEPA and the rafting operators of altering freshet
frequency at Clunie Dam to optimize benefits for fish passage and rafting in order to further
reduce raftirg pressure on the upper Tay.

Lyon Project

For several years the Tdpundation, Scottish & Southern Energy and the Board funded
Heather Jackson, a PhD student from the University of Aberdeen to conduct a study of
invertebrates in the River Lyon. Heatleermpleted her degree in 2006 and a paper détgil

her findings was published in 200M.(M. Jackson, C. N. Gibbins & C. Soulsby [2007] Role of
discharge and temperature variation in determining invertebrate community structure in a
regulated river Rver Research and Application®3, 651¢ 669). his study has shown that

the invertebrate community in the upper Lyon is impoverished and has been impacted by
flow regulation for hydro power.

Dams have been widely found to impact on downstream ecology iargihrts of the world
as a result of impacts on temperature regime, flow regime and chemistry. Howéngiis
the first timesuch impacts haveeen found inScotland

Genetic sampling

Recent advances in methods éfF A y 3 S NhaNDNA bfisglrAoh nan that it is now

possible to produce DNA profiles which should permit the identification of individual
tributary stocks of salmon. The Board has now commenced a programme of sampling the
GNAOdzi F NB LRLJz | GA2ya ¢ KAOK bératdryfat Pitlécldy, o6S a @

Once this work is complete in several years time it will then be possible to ascribe fish
their home tributaries when they areaught entering the Tay, inoastalnet fisheries or
evenon the high seasrThis will allow us to detenine which tributaries are contributing to
which fisheries / beatsvhich will prove invaluable in formulating conservation policies to
improve weak stocks.

13



Crayfish, an undesirable newcomer

The North American Signal crayfish has unfortunately beeroduoited to several places
within the Tay district. They are now entrenched in the upper Earn. They were introduced to
a pond in the Ericht catchment and in 2006 Board staff were involved in an eradication
project which involved poisoning two ponds and a mecting stream. This was only the
third time ponds had ever been treated in this way and the first for a stream. After a year
the ponds were revisited and sampled and no crayfish have subsequently been found. While
this is very good news, crayfish havecsitbeen found elsewhere in the Ericht system and it

is feared this second colony may now have escaped into the river and may be beyond
eradication.

Smolt damage at Almondbank Hydro Station

We have been concerned for some time at the possibility that allsinydro generating
station at AlImondbank could pose problems for smolts. Under low flows this facility can
abstract most of the flow in théower Almond. The turbine is screened with louver screens
which are not aotal physical barrier but a slatted dee which is meant to create sufficient
turbulence to deter fish from passing through until thiend the bypass

On trapping the tailrace in the early darkness after a small rise in water in late Jgweiral
hundred smolts were caught, having passduoiough the turbine. In contrast few were
caught in the bpass Some of the smolts in the tailrace were dead, having been chopped by
the blades, but many more showed signs of damage, though alive. Modifications are being
made to the screening arrangements ¢nsure the bgassflow is more attractive and these

will be tested during the 2008 smolt run. Should these continue to prove inadequate a
physical screen will be insisted on.

Blairgowrie Fish farm abstraction

A lot of concern wasexpressed,especiallyby members of the Blairgowrie ngling
Association regarding smolt passage atrainbow trout farm aBlairgowrie April 2007 was
unseasonably dry an dzOK 2 ¥ (i K Swa8 alkt@dtedriathe Talle2aéid many
smoltsundoubtedly would have passed thigh the lade in preference to the main river
Concerns were expressdd the farm owner regarding the screenirmgrangementat the
entrance to the fish farm. There are good physical screens but these are sited in a backwater
where smolts may mill around aeching for an exit. The pwssis sited a short distance
downstream.It was agreed thai@a new bypass pipe would be installed adjacent to the
screens to draw water, and hopefully smolts, right from the point at wkiiehsmolts might

be expected ta@ongreate.

Fishtay / fishscotland website
2007 saw thefourth year of operation of thevww.fishtay.co.ukwebsite. The popularity of
the website has continued to increase. In Z08114,780 worth of fishing wasooked

online. Previously the Board had not charged commission on bookings but in 2007 a 10%
commission was reinstated in order to offset the annual fishscotland management fee.
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There were differences in the success of individual beats using the favilityle hese
reflect the fishing available etc, there are several factors which seem to be important in
aiding succeswhich are by no means followed by all users

f Reporting catches. Beats which report catcloesa daily basiR2 3ISG (GKS | y3
attention.

f Be@ YLISGAGADGSD hyS 2F (GKS 6So0arisSQa aidNBy:
than prime times.As this fishing may not otherwise be let, it seems important to
avoid overpricing. Beats which offer fishing at a substantially higher price than other
beald 2FFSNAY I aAYAT I NI |jdzk £ A (0 eweF Bodkigsy 3 2 NJ
indeed to such an extent that overall income is less.

1 Avoid unnecessary restrictions. Restrictions, for example, by insisting that a block of
days or a block of rods ateooked does also seem to reduce online bookings. It is
especially important that, as it gets close to the date, restrictions should be lifted.
For example, if a minimum 3 days booking is imposed and by Friday there is still
availability, then it is not padble for any further fishing to be booked for the
remainder of the week. This does in fact happen!

{ Beats which ddisplay availability dziT Ay airad 2y ay2 2yfAyS
attention than those who do. Those who put in no effort seem to djitie reward,
but a modest amount of effort produces considerable reward.

(@]

The Fishscotland team who run the website are continually looking for new ways to improve
the service and to add valué 2008 it is hoped that at least one temperature sensod a
possibly a turbidity sensor will be installed at a SEPA gauging station. Thus, in addition to
water heights, it will be possible to see the temperature and colour of the river.

Salmon in the classroom

134 YSy A2y Adnyal RepoiSalmeénstheNdagsroom is an initiative managed by
Scottish Natural Heritage in which the Board is a partner along with the Esk Board, Perth
and Kinross Council Ranger Services, Angus Council Ranger Services, Atholl Estates Ranger
Services and Scottish and Soutné&tnergy Plc and is part funded by the EU LIFE Fund. It is
intended to raise awareness of the river environment and salmon in particular among
school children in the locality.

2007 was the fourth year of the scheme and included the following primary sdboo
Madderty, Grandtully,Crieff, Bridge of CallyLongforgan, Newbigging and Carlogie plus
three in the Esk district.

The Board supplied each with approximately 50 eyed salmon eggs from the hatchery and
these were kept in the schools in small tamksall clear fronted fridges (wine chillers)

keep them at approximately 4 degreesThese were generously donated Br John
Apthorp. On hatching the fry were released into local streams and Fisheries Board staff later
electrofished the streams to show thgupils how the fish had survived. The schools also
visited the Fisheries Research Services hatchery at Almondbank which has always proved
highly popular.
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FISH COUNTER RESULT® 200

In the Tay district there are five resistivity fish counters which g®waluable information

on the status of the salmon resource. Four of the counieré | & R NR . 2 aeR € YI N

owned and operated by Scottish and Southern Energy plc at fish passes on the rivers
Tummel, Lyon and Lochay and the Board is grateful to SPEdfeding the data from these.

A fifth counter6 I &1 @ RNR . B bpedtéd by'theNBpard- oh the River Ericht at
Blairgowrie. All these counters are located on spring salmon producing tributaries and the
data so obtained are particularly importaimt monitoring the strength of spring runs.

Pitlochry Dam

Annual Counts, Pitlochry Dam, 1953 - 2007

Figure 1. Annual net upstream counts (that is down counts are subtracted fraoums on
a daily basis) through Pitlochry Dam fish ladder, 102807.
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Figure 2. Monthly net upstream cowtPitlochry Dam, 1997 to 200

The count at Pitlochry Dam for 2D0at 4069 wasa fairly average count for recent times.

The count to the end of June, which should encompass the spring run, was also average
despite lower spring catches downstream. Thensuwer counts continue to show the trend

of a latening of the summer grilse run. The dominant month had been July, but in the last
few years August and September have become increasingly important.
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Clunie Dam

Annual Counts, Clunie Dam, 1953 - 2007

Figure 3. Net annual upstream counts thgbuClunie Dam fish ladder, 1953 to ZO(Note:
there was a malfunction in 2005).
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Figure 4. Monthly net upstream counts, Clunie Dam fish ladder,-Z0F

Counts at Clunie Dam wemnce againmaintained & the historic high levels seen in recent
yeas. Counts at Clunie Dam increased in the 1990s after improvements in smolt passage led
to an expansion of the popuian in the western part of the Tummehtchment.However,

in 2007 the proportion of the run which ascended in June was greater than nokfoalk of

these fish in fact ascended in the last week of the month. From late June to September
Clunie Power Station underweatmaintenanceoutage. The main Tummel flow was passed
down the main river instead of through the power station. It would seemt tfhe much
greater flow stimulated the fish to run. If this is the case then tisealarrangement of a
compensation flow and weeksummerfreshets is perhaps not quite as effective in drawing
fish asamore natural flood level would be.
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Lochay Falls

Annual Counts, Lochay Falls, 1960 - 2007

Figure 5. Net annual counts at Lochay Falls fish lift, 1960 té 200
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Figure 6. Net monthly upstream counts at Lochay Falls, 2003 and 200

The Lochay Falls are a naturally insurmountable barrier to salmon on the lower reaches of
the River Lochay rae Killin. As compensation for the loskformer spawning areas on the
Lyon through damming, the North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board instaBediand fish

lift to allow salmon access to the Loch&yresponse to concerns regarding the efficiency of
this lift Scottish & Southern conducted major improvements to the lift in 2006 / 07 (page
11). Hopefully the increased run in 2007 and its earlier timing have been a result of this
work. Future monitoring should provide the answer in years to come.

Stronuich Dam

Owing to refurbishment work which has entailed moving the counter location no count data
are availablerbm Stronuich Dam on the River Lyam 2007.

18



River Ericht

Annual Counts, River Ericht, 1990 - 2007

Figure 9. Annual upstream counts at the Blairgowrie fish counter, Rigét E&90¢ 2007.
Hatched areas give indication of possible extra cewttich might be added in years of
malfunctiors or when fish were trapped below the counter
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Figure 10. Monthly upstream counts at the Blairgowrie fish counter, River Ericht, 1993 to
2007. Note: data are not available for 1996 nor the springs of 1998 and 2000.

2007saw asignificant decrease in the Ericht count. The spring count to the end of June was
lower than the four previous good years, but thigyreflect a general decrease Bcottish
spring salmon abundance in 2007. Despite plenty of water to draw fish up, July was poor,
again as a result o delay in the grilse run which has occurredch yearsince 2005.
August, the first half of which was very wet, was again the best méontthe fourth year in

a row. September and October were dry months and there was never really a spate to draw
more fish up to Blairgowrie during that period. The fish counter is situated upstream of a
G SYLISNI (dzNB 0 Nanl §isldiniiely thatHsh arfividg in INo8dmbéb would
reach the counter in any numberblad there been water in September and Octollee

final count might have ended up somewhat higher.
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TAY SALMON CONSERVATION AWARD

The second Tay Salmon Conservation Award Dinaear held on the 19 of April at Scone

Palace and was judged another highly successful evening. The Ballathie Trophy was
presented by Mrs Miranda Lindsay to Ken Bell, who for many years has been angling
correspondent with the Courier, and previously wrote tmonthly reports for the Trout and
{rftY2y al3aFTAyS dzyRSNJ 6 KS LlaSdzR2yeéyY Gc¢l @aAiARS
has undoubtedly been highly influential, especially in the days when the Tay was dominated

by netting interests. Mr David Profumounded off the evening with a highly entertaining

speech which was much enjoye@ver £30,000 was received in donations to the Tay
Foundation as a result of the evening. The Board is very grateful to all the donors for their
extremely generous contributiorend making the event a tremendous success.

| 44— a

Ken Bell receives the Ballathie Trophy from Mrs Miranda Lindsay. The guest speake
Profumo, looks on.
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TAY SALMON CONSERVATION AWARD

The3rd TAY SALMON CONSERVATION AWARD DINNER

will be held on the evening of 2 June 200&t Ballathie House Hotel

Guest speaker Magnus Linklater

Tickets are priced atd5b and are available from

Mrs Miranda Lindsay, Taymount Mains, Stanley, PH1 4QG.

Tel 01738 828984, Emaimirandalindsay@btinternet.com

Numbers are limited. Early booking is advised.
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CLOSE SEASON FISHING EXPERIMBNT 200
Introduction

In recent years there have been indications that around or dfterend of the Tay angling
season (15 October) greater numbers of fresh run salmon may be entering the river than
there were two or three decades ago. This has prompted speculation on, for example, the
opening and closing dates of the season.

In order toobtain objective information on what type of fish really are present in the Tay

after the end of the angling season, in both 2005 and 2006 a licence was obtained from
SEERAD to conduct experimental angling fo#3veeks of the close seasofhe resultsdr

Hnnp H6SNB NBLR2NIGSR Ay fFad &SFNDa NEthl2 NI
comparisons t2005.

Methods

Fishing was conducted on a number of beats, selected to be representative of different
areas of the lower and middle Tay, and som&sdo tributaries where it was thought
genuine late running fish might be present, if at all. The beats selected in 20068 were
Luncarty StobhaliTaymouni BurnbaneKinnaird Coupar GrangéRiver  Isla), Dalcrue
(lower Almond, Kinkeltinnerpeffray River Brn) and KembackRiver Eden).

Fishing was conducted with barbless hooks using typical fishing tackle (fly or spinner). All
fish caught were carefully handled with soft landing nets and then released. Anglers were
supplied with disposable cameras (Kodalkn Flash) and requested to take a photograph of
each fish caught. They also noted down a qualitative judgment of the colour of each fish and
were asked to estimate the weight of eadh.the event, fishing conditions were poor due to
high water in the lasweek of Octobe006but during the first ten days of November water
levels fell steadily and fishing conditions improved markedly.

Results

The numbers of fish caught and days fished in 2006 are presented in the Table below.

Beat Total Number Number days
caught successfully fished
Photographed
Luncarty 25 24 5
StobhaliTaymount 72 36* 7
Burnbane 24 22 6
Kinnaird 40 37 16
Coupar Grange 10 9 4
Almond 9 9 3
Kinkeltinnerpeffray 9 9 5

1 Damaged camera resulted in loss of photographs.

22



Colouration

All fish which were successfully photographed were assigned visually to one of five
colouration categories; sel&ced, fresh, silver, tarnished and coloured.

Formales,over 50% caught at Kinnaird, the Almond and at Coupar Grange were coloured.
Males whch were silver or fresher (those which would be of most interest to any fishery)
were only caught in the main stem of the Tay. These amounted to a very small proportion at
Kinnaird, about one third at Burnbane and Stobhall / Taymount and approximatelynhal
the lower reaches at Luncarty. Sea licméhlesmade up over 20% of thenale catch at
Luncarty but were scarce elsewhere. This was similar to the pattern of 2005 where, apart
from Luncarty and the Earn, coloured males were the majority, the propomioreasing in

an upstream direction.

Forfemales,only slver or fresherfish were caught in the Earn and such fistere just the
majority at Luncarty, Stobhallaymount and Burnbane. But again, sea liced fish voaig
significant at Luncarty. Colourddmales were hardly in evidence, except at Kinnaird and in
the Almond. This was again not that different from 2005 when silver females had also been
the majority in the Earn and Taymount / Stobhall

Fish size and seage

Consideringecent entrantfish frst of all(i.e. those which were tarnished or freshem all
Tay beats and on the Eagrine modal size was in the region ok® Ibs, typical of autumn
grilse. In the Almond and at Coupar Gratigey were generally smaller

Of coloured fish, a few we bigger salmon (commonest at Kinnaird) but, in the Tay and on
the Earn, the grilse were again typically of ® pounds. During the summer of 2006 there
had been a significant run of small grilse (from 2 to 5 pounds) which ran to the upper
tributaries. hese were scarcely present in the main river catches, indicating that they had
alreadypassed through these beats and that the coloured fish which remained were most
likely grilse which had entered in the early part of the autumn. In the Almtired¢oloured

fish were relatively small, indicating an earlier run.

Conclusions

In both 2005 and 2006 the majority of fish present in the main stem of the Tay and in the
lower Earn weredautumn grilsé. Some of these were recent entrants but most had
probably been in freshwater for some weeksHowever, there was certainly no
overwhelming evidence of large numbers of fresh run fi¥he proportion of recent
entrants also decreased with distance from the sea. Furthermore the abundance of these
autumn grilse decreasedith distance from the sea. Catch rates were high in the lower Tay
but Kinnaird appears to have been near the tail of the distribution of these fish. At Kinnaird
especiallythere was also a sparse population of large coloured MSW satwmen20 pounds
which are obviously of significant conservation interest, but the bulk of the spring run and
the early grilse rurhad passed on upstream earlier in the yeahe Almond has an earlier
run of grilse and the Isla appears to have a mixture of both early anddatse.
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RIVER GARARESTORATIGDAMPAIGN

[ Fad &SIFNRa NBLR2NI RSaONROGSR (SSENBtdrd2saref o6& {
flow to the River Garry. For 13 miles between the House of Bruar and Drumochter Summit

the River Garry has been cofately dried outby abstraction It is probably the most

extreme example of overabstraction in Scotland, if not the UK, and the biggest single
avoidable issue in the Tay catchment. SSE propose to restore a small flow to the river, to be
achieved by a commmsurate cut irthe flow of the Tromie, a tributary of the Spey.

The proposal was made in advance of an impending review of hydro abstractions by the
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEB&rauseof the E QWater Framework

Directive (WFD) SEPAwmtave powers tademandrestoration of damaged rivers and the

first tranche of these hav be agreed by the end of 200D { spi®-emptive proposalwas
FOOSLIWISR aAy LINAYOALX S¢ o6& GKS GKSyYy NBf SGFyl

The Board objec to { { 9pfbposal as the proposed flow would be insufficient to
adequately fill the availablsalmonhabitat in the Garry, it ignored any of the potentially

LINE RdzOGA PGS GNARoOdziF NASa YR 06SOlFdzaS GKSNB 4|
salmon upto spawn. A sufficient flow to achieve these aims could only be obtained by some

loss in electricity generation which SSE heguestedRhona Brankin toule out

Faced withthis situationthe Board felt there was no other option left but to embark on a
publidty campaign to influence the proces& website detailing the story of the River Garry
was set up(www.tdsfb.org/RiverGarryReport.htjrand the campaign was launched on 1
June with an articlén the Trout and Salmomagazine by Andrew Graha8tewartwho also

ably acted as press agentoriSiderable coverage wassoachieved.This initially included
articles in theCourier Herald ScotsmanPress & JournaPerthshire AdvertiselComment

and overage by Scottish Televisiobater the campaign gained coverage from Charles
Clover in theDaily Telegraphl Yy R . . Landward@rdgramme.A petition was then
launched at the Game Conservancy Scottish Fair at Scone Bathes in conjunction with

the Salmon & Trout Association and the Scottish Anglers National AssocEtmmpetition

was also supported by a number of local businesses, for example hotels and shops, in the
highland Perthshire areand placed in ghillies huts et@Vith further effortsbeing made at

the Highland Game Fair at Moy, the Blair Atholl Horse Trials and the Scottish Countryside
Festival at Glamigpproximately5,000signatures have now been obtaineteaflets were

also distributed urging concerned members of the public taev® local poliicians on the
matter, and it is understood that significant numbers did. Meetings were held with Peter
Wishart MP and Murdo Fraser MSP both of whom were sympathetic to the campaign. Perth
& Kinross Council also wrote to express their suppo

t SNKIFLJA (0KS KAIKEAIKIG 2F GKS OFYLI A3y gL a |
GKSNBE aKINBK2ft RSNE ¢oSNBE 2FFSNBR tSIHFtESda I yF
board of executive and neaxecutive directors. Even the Chairman, Bobert Smith,

expressed his surprised on visiting the Garry for the first time in that the river comprised of
nothing butdrocks and stones

So what has been achieved?
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Certainly the campaign has brought
this issue to local prominence and has
helped increase awareness of a piece
of obscure and convoluted
environmental legislation which has
ramifications for more lan just the
River GarrySo what now?

SEPA have recently set up a team who
are reviewing the Garry abstraction
YR {{9Qa LINRLRAlIf® ¢K
to complete the review in the spring of
2008. Local SEPA officials have
informed the Board that their paty is
GKS LINAYOALX S 2F ay2 f
generation as agreed by Rhona

NI Yy Di gbspletion of the review
SEPA will advertise its proposals and invite responses. If after this procedure we or indeed
SSE are unhappy with the outcome an appeal lmarmade to Scottish Ministersn the
event that this fails, the implementation of the WFD is designed to form a succession of
rolling plans, so in fact the issue need ever go awWderefore the awareness campaign
must continue.

Willie Macgregor (83), still a ghillie on the low
Garry, recalls the préhydro glories of the Rive
Garry to the BBC Landward film crew

However,on 9 October SEPA
published a consultation
document, the Significant

Water Management Issues
(SWMI) Report This

manifesto for WFD work
states that in instances
where significant ecological
gains can be made for small
losses in generation then
some cut in generation is
justified. A senior SEPA

official has recently
confirmed that this is their
policy. The SWMI

consultation concludes on 8
BBC Landward presemtd&en Rundle receives a casti April 2008 and obviously
lesson on the dry bed of the River Garry from And requires full support. It can

GrahamStewart be accessed at
www.sepa.org.uk/consultatio
n/index.htm.

So in conclusioit seems that there is not a question of whether water will be restored to
the Garry, but rather how much. Over the coming months theeverything to play for.
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