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CHAIRMAKS REPORT

On reflecting over the 2008 fishing season, | am pleased to say that the spring yielded an
improved number of catches and there were also a preponderance of big fish.

However, the summer grilse runseve disappointing and the autumn fishing was disrupted
by heavy rains and releasef water from The Hydro dams.

The Board also recognise that the fish stocks are below the level that we would all like to
see.

We introduced a Catch and Release prograniast year and this has been a measured
success. My particular thanks goes to the Ghillies who have had to recommend and
encourage the anglers to adopt this conservation measure.

The current estimates are that 1,100 (600 in 2007) salmon were releasecelibfend of
May. This initiative approximates to 2 million eggs being laid in the river by spring salmon.
This must help the salmon population.
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we hope that tle few defaulters will emulate the example of the angler and ghillies who are
implementing the policy.

The question of worming remains a thorny problem but we would earnestly ask that no
worming is done after the *1 September. We are also recommendinge thse of an

American designed worming hook which allows the easy release of fish. (Details can be
obtained from David Summers, TDSFB or David Godfrey, Cargill)

The Board have been initiating a number of improvement projects and details can be
perused lagr in this report.

The bailiffs have worked hard this winter at clearing riverbanks and obstructions.

We are developing a range of projects with SEPA and Scottish Native Woodlands, which we
hope will improve salmon habitat.

The Tay Conservation Awardnber was well attended this year. We were all pleased to
FOly26ft SRAS W2KyYy ! LIGK2NLIQa gAYyYAy3d 2F GKS .|

My special thanks goes to The Ghillies Association for the many projects they financed for
the benefit of salmon fishing ofihe Tay.

The Hatchery achieved its full capacity last winter and the bailiffs did a remarkable job in
catching brood fish, stripping, nurturing the eggs and planting them back in the river.

The lack of Sea Trout in The Tay is becoming a noticeable praivié one which The Board
is addressing.

Rafting and canoeing remain a very considerable problem to the fishing at Aberfeldy and
Stanley and we must somehow reach a working accommodation that allows these activities
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but stops the immense damage that isilbbg done to salmon fishing and the economic
consequences this will have on The Tay District.

The Board has moved to improve our management structure and we have appointed an
Office Admin Manager and hope to appoint a Biologist and a Development Officer
(fundraising) in 2009.

There is an election in December and | am sure that you would like to join me in thanking
the exiting Board Members who have served us so well and welcome the new Board
Members who we hope will bring new idea and fresh talents.

May | conclude by wishing all the anglers of The Tay System a successful and safe fishing

season in 2009.

Yours sincerely,

%%

John R Milligan
Chairman
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2008 RPORT
Season 208

As usual the 2008 season commenced on th® diSJanuary, the offial opening ceremony

at Kenmorebeing performed byl yS DNA Y & 2 7F 5 SunfoliiBately 2 2 NI R
after a very dry winter, water levels rose just before the season opened andfitet two

weeks of the season saw constant rain and massive waldmstefore atchesin January

were poorwith only 19 springersreported.

Februaryalsoproved to be a washoutapart fromone fine week in midmonth. Only 101
salmonwere reported The best of the fishing was on Loch Tay where something 3ilist
were @ught However here was a reasonable showing of fish in the high teens and
twenties of poundsThis was to prove a fot&ste of better things to come.

March also started disappointinglywith a continuation of thenearmonsoon conditions.
Eventuallythe weather did settle and the latter half of the month was dry and cold. Snow
lay on the hillsn what wasthe most "wintry" period of the yeaRiver eévels fell and catches
picked up. Numbers of the smallewo sea winter fish started toise and catches wer well
spread throughout the system from about Stankgght through to Loch Tay46 gringers
were reported for the monthof which aboutl00 were caught in the second last wee&n
excellentweeklytally for recent times. Given the poor conditions at tstart of the month,

it wasclear there were more fisn the river than at the same time 2007.

Aprilalsoopened with high water, butold anddry weather settled irandlevels fellquickly.
April 2008 wasn factthe coldest for some years and tisérengtheningruns of fishtended

to moveupstreammore slowlythan they have been in the way of doimgrecentyears As

a result fish were caught throughout the length of the mainstem Tay, including beats down
to Scone, whichhas becomevery unusualin Apil. Most of the beats from Islamouth
downstreamhad a better Aprilbut atches were generally lower than uswddove Dunkeld
although some fish were still caught in Loch Tay and the Lyon. Conditions did not really
encouragebig runs up the Erichdlithough catches were relatively good on the Isla at Coupar
Grange However,areally encouraging featureiasthe number of big fisltaught especially

in beats upstream of Islamoutlgixfish were estimatedto be over 30 pounds andver 70

fish over 20 poundsvere caughtduringthe entire spring periodthe best showing of such
fish for quite some yeardn total 574 springers were reporteth April as opposed t@98in
2007.

May commenced wth a risein water but thereafterno rain fell River levels droppedway

and reached summer lowy the Y 2 y (0@ iihe weather was mixed with some warm
weeks and others affected by a cool easterly breeze, but always dry. These conditions
proved to be good for slowing fish up in some of the main river be&tsr example e
Islamouth beats did particularly well with 1@ut of an overall total of 541 for the month.

The first three weeks of Jurtentinued dry andhe Tay remaiad very low. The last weebf
the month sawthe first appreciable rain for about six week®jt even then levels never
rose that much The first half of the month saw good catches continue baats like
Islamouthand Ballathie which benefit from low water at #t time of year.In factlslamouth
had 291for the season tdhe end of June, as opposed ta2for the best beat wthe Dee
(Parkg which alsofishes 11 rodsand 213 for the best Tweed beat (Junctiorlowever, the
salmonruns seemed to fade towards the end of the montfand only a few grilse were in
6



evidence.Full returns were are not availablt the time of writing but he total for the
district is likely to have beearound500.

Julysaw the relatively dry veather continue andow water persistedfor most of the month.
Although onditions weregoodfor holdinggrilse in the main rivethe man bulk of grilse did
not arrive in Julyas they used to donly a few years agdCatchesdid gradually pick up
towards the end othe month, but they were never particularly high. The best of the fishing
was on beats like Islamouth, Coupar Grange anchiBadl but the true total is likely to have
beenlittle over 500.Although tis wasbetter than the washout of 2007 waspoor relative

to the years before 200&hen the main grilse run used to arrive in early July.

August saw the weather change. Whiteere were no really big floodst was a wet month
with one or tworises every week River évels were much too unsettlefbr the main Tay.
The run ofgrilse did pick up considerablgompared toJuly and summer salmorwere
perhaps more in evidencthan for several yearsHowever, he higher water allowedhe
grilseto move fast intothe tributaries so main river beats did not benefit, although catches
improved in the tributaries after someery lean dry monthsThe fish counter on the Ericht
recorded an Bove average run but the Pitlochry counter did nbheY 2 y (ickt€has likely
to have been around 1,50@hich isdown a bit on the last three years, but still better than
Augustused to be prior td2005 Thenit was very much a doldrum monthetween thepeak

of the grilse run and the start dfie autumn run proper.

September was alsoather a frustrating month.Morning increases in generation from
Pitlochry power statiordid not helpat the start of the month and the male part was
marred by a successioof spates whiclpreventedthe river from settling. A steady falldid

set induring the last ten days or smd catches improwieesomewhat The best catches were
on the lower Taybut middle Tay beatgenerallyhad a disappointing montasfish never
seemedto push beyond Islamouth igood numbersWhile conditions were not always
ideal, it is fair to say that the run of fisloes not seem to have been as strong as September
2007 and the total catch is likely to have been around 2,%0@as, howeverparticularly
encouraging that theravere moresalmon in the teens of poundmd even over 20 pounds
than for some time

October was a short montfor the Tay with the fishing closing on the Tay and its tributaries
on the 15th. For the lower Tay at leasDctdber saw the best fishing of the season.
Conditions were betteon the wholethan in SeptemberTherealsoseemed to have been a
better run of fresh fish at the beginning of the monsluggesting a slightly later run this
year. As in Septembethe size of sme of the fish was again notableith several over the
30 pound markandedand 20 poundersvere relatively common. Around 150fish were
probably caughbn the Tayin the two weeksAfter the Tay season closed fishing continued
to the 31" on the Earn andhe Eden. Some lower Earn beafsr example Dunning AC,
apparentlyfishedverywell getting fresh fish to the end

Collection of catch statistics

The collection of Scottish salmon catch statistics has been the responsibility of the Scottish
D 2 @S NJsYa§eyiay Fisheries Research Services (FRS). FRS request catch data from
proprietors at the end of each season and the figures are published in an aggregate form for
the entire district nearly a year later. Owing to the significant delay before publicatioin
low level of geographicbreakdown the Association of Salmon Fishery Boahds long
lobbied for boards to be given powers to collect catch figutaemselves These powers
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were finally given by The Conservation of Salmon (Collection of Statistics)ot(&ud)
Regulations 2006 (Scottish Statutory Instruments 2006 No. 572). These regulations provide
boards with the power to request statistics twice per year. The Tay Board did not exercise
these powers in 2007, but it wakecidedthat in 2008 catch returnsvould be requested for

the period Januarg May and then from June October.

Requests were sent out in Jume those proprietors or tenants who were likely to have
caught spring salmarRequests were sent to dileats after the end of the season. The
Baoard appreciates that requests from both the Board and FRS does cause duplication of
work for proprietors and tenants and to both the Board and HREthere has been no way

of avoiding thisso far.

While this has caused extra work, it does allow us tawbinformation in somethingearer

to real time andto provide a breakdown by subcatchment. Albecausethe Boardhas its
own informal information gathering networkt allows us togaugewhether there may be
any significanimisreporting of catchesResults from this exercise are presented at various
points throughout this report.

Catch and release

The relatively poor Scottish spring run in 2007 and the continuing thin grilse problem
showed that salmon are still facing great problems at sea. Faced this uncertain
situation the Board decided that more should be done to encourage anglers to release fish,
especially spring salmoihereforethe Board strengthened its conservation guidance for
2008. Anglers hadpreviously been requestedto release thér first spring salmon and
alternate fish thereafter.A running tally could be kept which was transferable between
beats and daysHowever, his left significant latitude for fish to be killed, so the code was
strengthenedso thatthe first fish caught oneachindividualday had to be releasednglers
would no longer be able to transfer across beats and days. A springer could only be killed
should an angler be lucky enough to catch at least two fish in one day.

It was also felt that the code had been tomhiguousin the latter half of the season and
this wasalso strengthened. It was agreed that after 1 June all female salmon and all male
salmon over 15 poundshould be réeased Effectively only male grilse should be kept and
even then anglers were requiesl to release 50% of what was caughs it was felt that
deephooking was incompatible with catch and release it was decided to laming in
September and October throughout the district as opposed to just the headwaters.

Previously the catch and relse code hadilso been presented as recommendations to
anglers but for 200&roprietors were asked tonake it a mandatory condition of letvhich
many did In the event anglers generally did adhere to #teengthened coden the spring.
While some beats dwve practiced almost complete catch and release in spring for some
years, there was generally a great improvement (see Table 1), although there were a few
exceptions. Although autumn catch figures have yet tduily collated it is suspected that
catch aml release rates will have increased, but not by as much #e spring.

The great improvement in catch and release rates in 2008 should take the Tay up to the
equivalent level of the other major rivers. Even in 2007, the last year for which national
figures are available, the Tay still had a relatively low catch and release rate (Figure 1).



Year Number released| Number killed Total caught % released
1998 41 540 581 7
1999 108 831 939 12
2000 193 637 830 23
2001 415 739 1154 36
2002 271 524 795 34
2003 199 281 480 42
2004 301 684 985 31
2005 446 669 1115 40
2006 739 854 1593 46
2007 349 339 688 51
2008 739 235 974 76

Table 1. Numbers and percentage of-4galight salmon released and killbdfore 30April
within the Tay Districfrom official returns to the Scottish Government (198807) and
directly to TDFSB (2008)
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Figure 1.Numbers of salmon killed and released by anglers to the end of Apiil &00
{O02Gf I YRQ& YI 22 NJ &LINR yidherias: Redeargh SeéivicesStakstiral 5 | ( |
Bulletin.

In previous years catch and release rates tended to bedsigim January and February but
fell off rapidlyafter that. But in 2008 high release rate was maintained at least right to the
end of May (Figur@).

In terms of location, the greast overall catches in spring 2008 were made in the lower Tay
(Figure 3). The biggest catches were generally skewed towards the latter end of the spring
except for Loch Tay where catches peaked in March. There was also some variation in catch
and release ates. The middle and lower Tay, the Earn and the Isla declaring the highest
rates but Loch Tay lagged behind (Figure 4).
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Figure 2. Numbers of salmon killed and released and percentage releaseording to
month, Tay district, spring 2008.
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Figure 3. Distribution of catches (botkilled and released fish) according to parts of the
district, spring 2008(From data collected by TDSFB)
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Figure4. Percentages of salmon released JantMay 2008 according to area within the
Tay district (From data céécted by TDSFB).
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Seatrout conservation

Historically sa trout havenever been that numerous in the Tay itself but tRever Earn and

to some extent the River Eddrave been very productive sea trout rivers in the recent past
Sea trout catches have be@®clining for many year@~ig. 5) In fact the decline might be
worse than suggested by official returns as it is suspected that many coloured sea trout
released in autumn may now be reported while in the past these may not have been
recorded. Whilereported catches were somewhat better in 20@Ye 2008 seasonappears

to have been poor. This problem is not unique to the Earn, it has also occurrethen
traditionally good sea trout rivers in north east Scotland, e.g. the South Esk, Ythan, Deveron
and Spg.

A major cause of the declina sea troutalmost certainly lis at sea. As there is now very
little commercial netting of sea trout the causeust be poor survival, as is the case with
salmon.It seems too much of a coincidence for this not to be mdato the collapse of
stocks ofsmall pelagic fish species such as sandeels and spndtshe related collapse in

sea bird breeding success. While industrial fishing has been a significant contributor to this
problem it now seems widely accepted that dhte related changes to the North Sea
ecosystem have had a profound effect in the last few years.

Given this unfortunate situation the Board has decided to recommend that all sea trout
caught in the Tay district should be released.

3500 -
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B Retained
2500 -
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1500 - I
e 1 |
1000 - ] I Il
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0
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Figure5. Tay Distrct rod & line catch of sea trout, 19§2007. (Data kindly supplied by
Fisheries Research Services)

Grilse condition

Scottish summegrilseruns do not appear to have been particularly strong in 2008, in fact it
seems to have been the weakest run foveml years. The run was again late, peaking in
August rather than July. There were reports of soveey small grilse and some very thin
grilse and some grilsend salmorwith red vents, but the incidence of all these appears to
have beenlower than in sore years, especially 2006. However, the fact that grilse now
appear to be in better condition does not necessarily mean thé& problem has gone
away Professor Chris Todd from St Andrews University has pointed out that it may just be
that in years of pocer numbersmore of the reallythin ones mayust have died at sea.
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Enforcement

2008 was not a bad year for poaching, partly because conditions were often not conducive
for it. However, some problems did occ@specially in the Blairgowrie area. Repontsre

sent to the Procurator Fiscal concerning two incidents. In one of the cases the accused
received a warning from the Procurator Fiscal and the other is still pending.

Unfortunately proceedings were not taken in three cases which were submitiethe
Procurator Fiscah 2007. It is a matter of great disappointment when Board saaffl the
Policego to considerable efforts to try to secure convictions only to find thatRhecurator
Fiscadoes not deemhe cases sufficiently important toyssue.

However, the Board is once again indebted to Tayside Police, especially Alan Stewart,
Wildlife Liaison Officer, who has’lS LI2 NI SR It f Ol 4Sa 2ygvenkS . 21|
much help to Board staf2008 saw much good cooperation with the Police and ibjsel

this will continue.

Gyrodactylussalaris

At the Ghillies Lunch on thé"®f JanuanCharles Allafrom the FRS Marine Laboratory in
Aberdeen gave a presentation on the threat posed by &godactylugparasite. Mr Allan

had visited Norway to se€yrodactyluseradication policies at first handt was abundantly
clear that this parasite must never come into the UKere is arisk that anglers could
transfer Gyrodactylugrom Norway or any country adjacent to the Baltic Sea, $intethe
precautionsare relatively simple and all beats should enforce these onesgivhich have
come from abroad, or as matter of good practice any angler coming from a different river in
caseGyrodactylusvas already in the country.

1 Clothing and tackle should be thorduly dried.

1 Damp equipment such as reels could be put in the freezer for 24 hours.

1 Particular attention should be paid to boots (especially felt soles), landing nets, lines
etc. They could be dipped in a solution of disinfectant (e.g. Virkon) butstaha
tendency to dydhingspink. The simplest treatment is a 10 minute immersion in a
3% solution (3 grammes to each litre of water) of salt which anyone can make up.
This can easily be provided at beats in tdbs disinfecting boots, nets etdut a
sealed tupe containing the salty wateis necessary for treating rods.

Health and Safety at Work

| SFEOdK FTyR {FFSGe G 62N] A& | YIFI22N O2yanil
frequentlyrequired to work in situations wére potential hazardsre present Therefore the

Boardis insistent that Health and Safety provision is of the highest standercordingly,

the Boardhas a Health and Safety policy which is reviewed perioditgllyan external
consultant.No reportable accidents occurred 2008.

Saff changes

Thee were several staff changes in 2008. Dr Kjersti Birkeland the biologist and Derek Gregor
020K fSTi GKS . 2FNRQa SyLif2eyYSyidiod 5N . ANJSTt
biologist with SEPA. A temporary bailiff, Mark Thorne, was resziuitr the summer and a
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former board member, Murray Smith was recruited as office manager. Murray Smith
recently retired as the factor at Dupplin Estate and brings good administrative skills to the
Board which should free up more time for the Fisheriee®or to be employed in project
development and implementation work.

Removal of obstructions

Probably the most costffective method of enhancing migratory fish populations is to
expand their range by removing obstructions to migration, where these oddws, a one

off action can produce a sedistaining salmon population for ever more. Therefore the
Board has been identifying man made obstructions, such as weirs, and has been seeking to
progressively remove these. Progress has been made on the fotjaaistructions in 2008.

Coupar Burn (River Isla)

A passage has been opened in an otherwise insurmountable weir on the Coupar Burn at
Keithick. A sluice is being installed which will be opened during the spawning period to
permit fish passage. The cost this work has partly been met by fundraising by the Tay
Ghillies Association. SEPA have also offered funding from a new river restoration fund which
has been set up to help achieve Water Framework Directive objectives.

DallBurn (Rannoch)

A weir which ued to divert water to an old hydro station at the former Rannoch School site
is totally impassable to salmon. SEPA have provided funding for the Board to contract an
engineering consultant to design a fish pass. It is hoped that further funds can then be
secured from SEPA to install the fish pass.

UrlarBurn

Permission has been obtained to demolish and remove a derelict weir on the Urlar Burn
near Aberfeldy which will be completed as soon as contractors find a suitable weather
window.

Dowie Burrlogjams

The mouth of the Dowie Burn, which enters the Tay just upstream of Meikleour, was
blocked by two substantial jams of branches which had backed up from the River Tay. As

this stream is part of an SSSI permission was obtained from SNH and the log jams were
reY2 SR RdzNAYy 3 (GKS adzYYSNI 6& GKS . 2FNRQ&a ol Af

Kelt reconditioning

The kelt reconditiaing project is a collaborative project between Fisheries Research
Services and the Board which has been running for well over ten years. Spring salmon
caught inheadwater spawning areas by Board staff are kept in captivity at the FRS
experimental fish farm at AlImondbank and are successfully fed on to spawn in subsequent
years. This facility produces up to 750,000 eggs from spring females which would otherwise
hawe died. 2007 / 08 was the best year yet as a result of continued improvements in
husbandry techniques which have been developed since the ban of the fungicide malachite
green. It is a most valuable facility.

13



Hatchery report

2007 / 08 proved to be a v good year for the operation of the hatche’.new hatchery
manager, Lee Fisher, was appointed and he brought considerable energy to the job. The late
autumn and early winter of 2007 agalso extremely dry witta drought persisting right to
Christmas tne. This meant that conditions for catching broodstock were better than usual,
although the lack of water also meant that salmon were unable to penetrate some of the
usual tributaries to spawn. Thus in 2007 the hatchery had a particularly important role in
stocking some areas where fish would normally spawn but simply could not

It was estimated that nearly 3 million eggs were obtained, from electrofishing /
electronetting in the headwaters, angling in larger watercourses (e.g. Tay and Eanmeand
Fisheres Research Services kelt reconditioning proj8ome losses inevitably occur during
incubation, but these were less than 10¥he estimated numbers actually stocked aidier
lossesare providedin Table 2 For logistical reasonsver half were stockedut as eyed ova

in February / March and the remainder as unfed fry in Mayed ova are stocked into the
cleanest stony tributaries and fry are stocked into those streams which have the highest silt
loads where eggs may be suffocated or in the highesutabes which are inaccessible in
winter.

LG Aa GKS . 2IFNRQa LRfAOe G2 2yfeé aiz201 lye
or in exceptional circumstances (e.g. where there are no native fish) with fish from a nearby
similar tributary. Ater stripping eggs from different tributaries are kept separate in
individually identifiable trays right through to stocking out. However, the Board is in the
process of reviewing its hatchery policy to ensure best and most effective practice is being
observed.

River Tilt (mainstem, Lochain Burn, Tarf Water,

Fealar Burn, Glen More Burn) 345,000
River Lyon (including Innerwick, Milton,

Camusvrachan and Invervar burns) 265,000
River Garry (main river up to Dalnamein Lodge

and Banvie Burn) 375,000
Errochty Water 240,000
River Lochay (Corrycharmaig to Kenknock) 100,000
River Dochart (including Cononish, Allt Essan,

Clifton Burn and Auchreoch Burn) 185,000
River Earn (including Turret / Shaggie Burn,

Machany Water, Ruchill Water, Strathaglen Burn 380,000
River Almond (headwaters) 245,000
River Braan 145,000
Keithick Burn 80,000
Tay tributaries (Kindallachan Burn, Tulliemet

Burn, Derculich Burn, Dowally Burn, Inchewan

Burn, Balnaguard Burn, Dowie Burn) 330,000
Total 2,690,000

Table 2 Estimated nmbers of eyed ova / unfed fry stocked out into respective tributaries in
the spring of 2008.

During the uprecedented winter drought ilNovember / December 200h¢ River Almond
becameso low that flow into the hatchery was in danger of being restricleadcase such
conditions occur again a new pipelitias been installed so thatthe water supply is now

14



obtained fom a deep area whictloes notdry out. The work was conducted almost entirely
by Lee Fisher and the bailiff tearfihis has included trench exation, laying of the pipe
and road restorationWe are fortunate imow having ateam with a diverse range of skills.

Two of the bailiffs were previously employed in the construction industry and have br
very useful skills to the team

LochaySmolt tracking

Board staff assisted staff fronmé Gameand Wildlife Conservatioiirustwho conducted a
radio trackng project onsalmon smoltsn the lower River Loy for the Tay Foundation.
The purpose of the experiment wde investigate whether thetailrace discharge from
Lochay Power Station affects smolt migratibm.May 19 radio tagged salmon smolts were
released 2 km upstream of the power station and followed for several weeks.

The& Y 2 fbéhaviaur proved most interesting. Most sat for sevedays just upstream of
the release sitauntil they suddenly decided to mov#ligration wouldtypicallycommence

in the late evening or after dark and they would normally move for a mile or so and then
settle in a deep pool where they might stay for a aaytwo before repeating th process.

The flow during this period had become very low and unfortunately the power station
ceased operating at night when the smolts were passimyefl of the smolts failed to
moveevenafter two weeks, although they werdils alive.

Althoughthe experiment did not achieve all its aimaluable lessons were learned about a
novel technique which could have wider applications in the district. A repotbeing
produced

New hydro stations

Fuelled by the Renewables Obligati(Scotland)nterest in new rurof-river hydro stations
continues to mushroom. Permission was granted for three new schemeBaysidebut at

least another 12 are within the planning system and perhaps as many again are being
investigated So far thee £hemeshave generally been sited on modest sized steep
tributaries and rely on a higheadto generate sufficient energy from theodest flows
available. Mst of these proposalwill have littleimpact on salmon as the areas affected are
generallyabove inpassable waterfalls, although in soncasesflows will be reduced in
stretcheswhich salmon do usén particular interest has once again been shown in installing

a hydro scheme on the Ericht at Blairgowrie, where there could be serious repercussions for
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migratory fish. By the way things are moving it is feared that more schemes on important
salmon rivers will ultimately be propose@onsideration of the potential effects of such
schemes has become a significant time burderBoard staff.

Upper Tay Raftig

Despite an agreement now being in place for two raftiree days during the week and a
promise to reduce upper Tay rafting on Saturdays during peak fishing times, upper Tay
owners still report a great reluctance by anglers to fish beats in the Abgrtel&randtully

area especially. It is practically impossible to let these beats, a situation which has become
wholly inequitable. Unlesas a minimunthree consecutive raffree days are provided (say
MondayWednesday)t is felt there can be no chance méstoring the fisheries. The Board
fully supports all efforts to restore a more equitable solution and will assist in any way
possible.

Blairgowriefish farm abstraction

WEGSNJ A& RAGSNISR FTNRBY (KS wA @ 6rdkertdfeedl aOfikhi A y (0 2
farm. After passing through the farm the water eventuallyreturned to the Erichttwo

miles downstream. During dry summers tHish farmcan abstract the great part d the

flow of the Ericht, and the flow in the two mile stretch is gtlg diminished. To make

matters worse theBlairgowrie sewage treatment works discharges into this stretch, and on
occasion the sewage works can contribute as much as 20% of the flow at the point of entry

with unsightly consequences

Under these conditios the upstream and downstream movement of adult salmen
practically impossible, a significant amount of juvenile salmon habitat is lost and young fish
are packed into shrunken pools where they are vulnerable to predation and other effects. It
is an unaceptable situation.

The EU Water Framework Directive provides a vehicle whereby such inappropriate
abstractions can be remedied. However, it became clear that a review of this activity was
not an immediate priority for SEPA. Therefore the Anglers ConsenvAssociation took up

the case on instruction from Blairgowrie and Rattray District Angling Association and the
Board and threatened the operators with legal actigxs a consequence of this pressure
SEPA have agreed to conduct a review during the 2008 financial yearThe operators

seem aware that their abstraction will have to be reduced and have told the Board they are
actively considering methods to reduedstraction for example by incorporating partial

g1 G§SNI NBOANDdz | G A 2rfview @r&edvaiteddzi O2YS 2F {9t ! Qa

Fisheries Management Planning

During the 2007 / 08 financial year fishery trusts throughout Scotland were contracted to
the Scottish Government to collate information which would be required to inform a
management plan for each fishedistrict. Tay Board staff performed this work on behalf of
the Tay Foundation. A further contract was issued in the sumohé&008 by the Scottish
Government to Rivers and Fishery Trusts of Scotland (RARBRSuUmbrella organization
representing all fisery trusts) to produce fishery management plans for each district by the
end of 2008. Board staff are in the process of completing this work for the Tay Foundation.
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Tay Area Management Plan

The EU Water Framework Directive requires EU member statpsothuce a plan every six

years of actions to improve the water environment. The first of these plans has to be
completed in 2009 by SEPA. The part relevant to the Tay, the Tay Area Management Plan is

due to be issued by SEPA as a consultation documeneaerBber 2008. Through the
CAAKSNASAE 5ANBOG2NNDa YSYOSNRAKALI 2F {9t! Qa ¢l
input into the formation of this plan. The plan does not cover fishepes sebut as it

concerns the general water environment it will bégreat importance to fisheries as it will
RAOQGIGS {9t! Qa LINA2NAGASAE Ay GKS O2YAy3a &SI N

Overabstraction at Drummond Trout Farm

Drummond Trout Farm abstracts water from the River Earn upstream of Comrie. As at
Blairgowrie, water is diverted into a ladéth a weir. Operating on the basis of information
received, in May the Bailiff team observed that a wooden board was blocking the fish pass
in the weir and this had the effect of causing more water to be diverted into the lade. The
bywash within the ladevas also effectively blocked (see below) such that smolt passage
was not possible. A representative of the new operators, Scottrout, has given an assurance
that this practice will never happen again.

The lade which abstracts water into Drummond Figinntis provided with a bywas
whereby smolts which have been deflected by the bar screens in the foreground are
to find free passage downstream. However, when this visit was made the water f
through gaps in loose fitting boards and there wasfloav over the top. No smolt passa¢
was possible therefore.

Habitat project development with Scottish Native Woods
Scottish Native Woods in Aberfeldy were contracted to develop a series efasobment
habitat projectsfollowing on from their Western &@chments Project surveylhree sub-

catchments were taken othe Dall Burn (South Rannoch), the Lunan Burn (Butterstone/
Blairgowrie) and the Ruthven Water (Auchterarder).
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On the Dall Burnhe Forestry Commission have plans tefdeest a huge areaf lodgepole

pine from a wetland site, and restoring a more natural open bog environment which will
improve the natural hydrology of this area to the benefit of fishe Boardwill help FCS
strengthen their arguments for carrying out this work, and to help thamock the funds
they will need to do thisOn the Lunan Burnhere is scope for @r 3 discree projects in the
upper catchmeninvolving removal of nonnative trees from within a woodland SSSI, which
should be 100% funded through the new grant schemas r@duce shading on the Buckny
Burn, to the advantage of any salmons®cked there. The other will involve an Errochty
Water- type demonstration with the Forestry Commission, hopefully developing a cost
effective solution to removing shading, and findibetter local outlets for the woodland
produce e.g.charcoal If this is successfahen this is an approach that could be used to
good effect elsewhere on Taysidehe Rithven Water catchment is inundated with invasive
species, probably 30,000 sq metr@here isan urgent needor a subcatchment invasive
species control programme here, and opportunity could be taken to forward a series of
small scale environmental projects in and around Auchterarder, perhaps involving local
schools and using the Ruthv&Vater as an educational resource.

Fishtay / fishscotland website

2008 was the fifth year of operation of thewww.fishtay.co.uk website but there were
fundamental changes in how the website is administered.vietesly the Board paid a
substantial franchise fee to Fishscotland Ltd which was necessary to cover the costs of
CrakKaoz2dflyRQa ol 01 dzLJ GSIFY FyR OFff OSy (N
reduced franchise fee and in return Fishscotland agreedke a 10% commission fee on all

online bookings (the Board itself had taken this in 2007) plus the proceeds of any
advertising Thus those owners who benefit financially from the site are paying a greater

share of its upkeep.

2008 saw considerable furér growth in use of the site. Online bookings increased from
£114,780 in 2007 t&€143,010in 2008. For an increasing number of beats this is proving to
0S |y Ay@lItdz 6tfS &SNIA OBnnualdzéporthere isvcBngidefalley SR A y
variationin the amount of lets beats obtain through fishtay, but there seem to be a number
of factors which contribute to success. It is worth reiterating them again.
1 Reporting catchess essentialThose leats which report catchesn a daily basislo
get the angl®B Q | (EVeD yf tha [t @ not performing too well it is better to
report your catches than to never report at all.
1 Have a realistic pricing policy. Fishtay introduces a transparency on pricing and beats
which charge more for a similar product agaven time of year do less well. Check
out what your competitors are charging. The website tends to do a lot of business in
the early spring when daily prices are low but there can be a marked downturn in
late spring in both the number of bookings anddbvalue. Many beats have a lot of
availability at this time, but there seems to be a tendency to increase prices as spring
advances, although catches on many beats do not actually increase in May. Fishtay
users also have the choice of othevers comingunder the Fishscotland website
umbrella, so they do shop around.
T .SIrda 6KAOK R2 RAALX L& NBR | GFAfLFoAfAGE ¢
less attention than those who do. There can be a lot of fishing for website users to
choose from,sodd@ i YIF 1S AlG dzyySOSaal NAfte& RAFTAOAA
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Media and Public Relations

The Boarchasrecognized that in recent years the profile of the River dag its valuable
fisherieshas not been as high as it should beherefore a PR agent, Andrew Graham

Stewat has been contracted to help increase publicity. Over the course of the year good
coverage was obtained in the local and national press and television on issues such as the
catch and release policy and its success, the increase in large salmon andtabsta the
WADBSNI ONAROKG® . 21 NR adl FF KI @S ThefOae2ShopeS Sy Ay
F2NIKO2YAYy3 aSNARSa 2y . NRGFIAYQa G2L) nn gAf RS
and a series on rivers which sta@aff Rhys Jones

Giiff Rhys Jones assists the Bailiff team in catching hatchery broodstock on the Rive
F2NJ I F2NIKO2YAy3d ../ ¢+ aASNASa 2y . NRA

Out of season fishing

During the month after the end of the angling season in 2005, 2006 and 2007 a liwaace
obtained from the Scottish Government to fish selected beats on an experimental basis. The
results for 2005 and 2006 have been published in previusual Reports2007 proved to

be a particularly poor year as flows were very low in early Novemberemn fish, let alone

fresh fish were caught on the experimental beats. As a general synopsis the three years of
fishing there were significant numbers of fresh fish at the very bottom of the system but
elsewhere fish were generally colouring or well cokxl It was decided therefore that the
experiment should not continue in 2008.
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Salmon in the classroom

In 2008 the Board again contributed to ttf8almon in the Classrooproject, an initiative

which also involvesScottish Natural Heritagehe Esk Boal, Perth and Kinross Council
Ranger Services, Angus Council Ranger Services, Atholl Estates Ranger Services and Scottish
and Southern Energ¥t is intended to raise awareness of the river environment and salmon

in particular among school children in thezality.

In 2008 Dunkeld, Kinloch Rannoch, Arbirlot, KilBeaview (Monifieth) Milnathort and

Cleish primary schools participated in the project. The Board supplied each with
approximately 50 eyed salmon eggs from the hatch@hinathort and Cleish sed trout

from Loch Levenand these were kept in the schools in small tanks in small clear fronted
fridges (wine chillers) to keep them at approximately 4 degrees. These were generously
donated by Mr John Apthorp. On hatching the fry were released intallstreams and
Fisheries Board staff later electrofished the streams to show the pupils how the fish had
survived. The schools also visited the Fisheries Research Services hatchery at Almondbank
which has always proved highly popular.

A notable discoveryvas made on the Elliot Water near Arbroath which children from
Arbirlot school had stocked with salmon alevins, although salmon had not been recorded
there before. On electrofishing in June a one year old salmon parr was caught which could
not have beent®cked. So it seems that Scotland has a new salmon river!

New Office Planned
/ dZNNByiGfeée (GKS . 2FNRQa NHZRAYSYGlINBE 2FFAO0S Aa
the necessary space to operate efficiently and store records etc. Therefore the Baard

agreed that an extension be added to the hatchery building to house a more modern office.
This is still at the stage of getting the relevant permissions.
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TAY SALMON CONSERVATION AWARD

The Tay Salmon Conservation Awdot 2008 vas madete2 yS 2F G KS WA GSNI ¢ &
supporters ¢ John Apthorp. Mr Apthorp has been a major benefactor to the Tay Ghillies
Association and the Tay Foundation for a number of ydarg. LJ- NIi A Odzf | NJ W2 Ky |
generous support has been fundantal in enablingthe development ofa state of the art

salmon hatchery witlits capacity of three million eggsle has also contributed substantially to

other initiatives such as the buyout of the Northumbrian drift net fish@iye Board is delighted

to be able to show its thanks in this way.

Ly aNJ ! LI K 2heBafaihie TropiySnar&ceivied on his behalf by John Wood at the

third Tay Salmon Conservation Award Dinner held at Ballathie House Hotel on'tiod Jine.

Attended by nearly 100 guestisis was another successful and enjoyable evening where £4,500

was raised in donations to the Tay Foundation. A presentation was also made to Richard Blake,
GKS . 2FNRQ&a F2NX¥SNI Ot SNJ = Ay NBOz23ayAlAZ2Y 2F Y
the evening with an entertaining and thought provoking speech.

The 2008 Tay Salmon Conservation Aw Ly W2 Ky ! LJiK2 NLIQ&
was made to John Apthorp whose generos  Trophy waseceived on his behalf by felloy
to the River Tay has been invaluable Board member, John Wood. Tt

recent years. presentation was made by Mrs Pen
Scott. Guest speaker, Magnus Linklat
looks on.
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cnservalio
Atlantic Salmon

T—‘f%'ff’ CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC SALMON IN SCO
Y i scoutne ERROCHTY WATER COPPICING PROJECT

The ErrochtyWater is an important spring salmon tributary, joining the River Garry near the
House of Bruarlts upper reaches were dammed as part of the Tumgrry hydro
scheme and it receives a compensation flow from Errochty Dethe compensation water

is drawn from the bottom of the dam the water temperature is on average lower than it
would naturallybe in spring and early summefurthermorea dense stand of alders has
grown up along both banks which creatdense summer shade along its entii® km
length. This shading increases the time taken for the water to warm up in summer and
therefore reinforces the effect of the dam. Dense shading by trees also suppresses the
growth of algae whiclieeds the invertebrates which in turn feeds the fish.

As part of theConservation of Atlantic Salmon in Scotland (CASS) Pcageptoject funded

by the EU LIFE Nature Fugtrees were thinned out alonfpur kilometres of the Errochty.

The project aimed to reduce shading dyer 50%by removing alternate trees and lopping
low level branches where appropriate. The felling work was largely conducted by Board
staff. A contractor was employed to tidy up the brushwood by chipping. The work was
completed in approximately 10 weeks in the spring and must rank as the largestuadivi
habitat improvement projectBoard staff have yet conducted. Further coppicing work is
planned for the upper Errochfyordieand Lunan burns

This project dovetais into an ongoing collaborative projeadn Errochty temperatures
between the Board and cettish & Southern EnergyL.oggers which record the water
temperature every hour are located at eableak between shaded or thinned reaches.

20 - —&— Garry
—— Tilt
—{ Struan

19 ~ - 3- Auchenruie

--- Bochonie

— - — Forestry Bridge
—i— Blairfettie

— — - Auchleeks

17 - —i— Trinafour

18 4

Degrees centigrade

Figure 1 Average daily temperature at locations along the Errochty Water during the last
week of July 2008he warmest week of the year. Data are also presented for the River Tilt
and the abstracted part of the Garry for comparison. Lines with square boxes represent sites
upstream of shaded reaches and those without boxed are upstream of thinned reaches.
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An illustration of the results so far is provided by Figure 1 which shows the average daily
temperature at strategic locations during a very warm spell of weather at the end of July
2008. All the Errochty temperatures were markedly lower than tineshadedTilt or the
Garry, but within the Errochty there was a marked increase between the upper reaches
(Trinafour)and the lower reacheéStruan)but the rate of increase was not even. Although
there was a significant increase between Trinafour and Auchleeks whemizderately
shadedstretch, themajority of temperature increase did in fact occur in the two thinned
blocks, Auchleek®lairfettie and Forestry Bridg&ochonie.

I FGSNX DD

The tree canopy along four kilometres of the Errochty Waterlieen opened to permi
more sunlight to reach this unnaturally catibutary of the River Garry.
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RVER GARRML.OW RESTORATIQAN UPDATE

The 2006Annual Reportdescribed how SEPA nohave powers to review damaging
abstractions and insist on remediatt#on if required However,back in 2006Scottish &

Southern Energy effectively peamptedthis process by proposing to restoresanallflow to

the RiverGarry Thiswouldbe done2 y G KS O2y RAGA2Y { ®duld bed KS & f
balanced by abstractingvenmore water from theupper Spey. Th&ayBoard vehemently

objected to this proposal as it believaghat was on offerwould not provideadequate

water for salmon to ascend the river and spawn naturally, nor walldhe potentially

available salmon Hatat be adequately ravatered. A public campaign was launched in 2007

to draw attention to tre issue

Probablyas a result ofi K S . @posiiv®SEPA announced in the latter half of 2007 that
it would conduct its own review of the Garry abstracts@nd that a new proposal would be
forthcoming. The views of the Tay and Spey boards and other organizations were sought.
We were told that SEPA planned to compleke treview by March 2008nd move to a
formal advertising procesdHowever, 2008 has almosagsed and nmew proposals have
materialized.

It is now understood thatather thanSEPAnaking its own proposals, S&H#l instead make

a formal application to SEPA to vary their abstractions. It seems unlikely that this will occur

until at least well ito 2009.1t is feared that ae of the reasons behind this changktack is

GKFG AYyadzFFAOASYG NBaz2dz2NOSa FINB o0SAy3a RSg2i
despite the new income SEPA now receives from Controlled Activities licence fees. This is
mostdisappointing.

However, a part of the process it is understood thaSHave trialed flovg in the Garryand

aerial photography surveyisave apparently ben used to assess the extent to which the
channel is wetted. Board staff happened to witness one suchal, shown in the
photographs below. It is understood however that the flow releadeding thistrial may

have been over twice as high as the flow originally proposed by SSE. Whether SSE proposes
to release more water than originally proposed remainshte seen. Whatevehappens

there will be gpublic consultation when the formal proposal is made.

A waterfall at Clunes Lodge, River Garry, during a period of trial flow released b
Salmon would struggle to ascend the Garry at this flow. Peabtgher flow (freshets) ar:
required if a self sustaining salmon population is to be properly restored

24



A view of the River Garry during an SSE flow trial (above) and its normal state (belo
Board understands that the increase in flow{a®t ! Qa YAt f ASONI y1 .
this trial was more than twice the 499 litres per second flow originally proposed by
Given themodestextent to whicheventhis flow fills the channethe Board was correct il
objecting most strongly to theriginal proposallUnder the original flowhe river would still
I LILIJSE NJ RNRdzZaKG adNARO{USY YR YdzOK 27F (K!
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FISH COUNTER RESULTS 200

In the Tay district there are five resistivity fish counters which gi®wialuable information

2y GUKS adlddza 2F GKS alfyz2y NB&aA2dzZNOS® C2 dzNJ
owned and operated by Scottish and Southern Energy plc at fish passes on the rivers
Tummel, Lyon and Lochay and the Board is grateful to SPEofading the data from these.

I FAFOGK O2dzyiSNJ 61 dal @8RNR . 2FNRE YIN] -0 Aa
Blairgowrie. All these counters are located on spring salmon producing tributaries and the

data so obtained are particularly importamt monitoring the strength of spring runs.

Pitlochry Dam

Figure 1. Annual net upstream counts (that is down counts are subtracted fraoumps on
a daily basis) through Pitlochry Dam fish ladder, 1©2808. (Data courtesy of SSE)

Figure 2. Morttily net upstream counts, Pitlochry Dam, 1997 to&00

The count at Pitlochry Dam for 280at 3770was alittle below average for recent times.
The count to the end of June, which should encompass the spring run, wasliglsiy
below average despitespring stocks benefitting from an increased level of catch and
release.
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